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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Pages 2 and 3, change the paragraph beginning on Line 11 of 
Page 2 and continuing to Line 4 .of Page 3 to read as follows: . 

—Figure .1 is an exploded view of an embodiment of the 
invention; and Figure 2 is a top view of various ones of the parts 
shown in Figure 1 . The pressure activated ratchet mechanism 
illustrated in. Figures 1 -and .2, and the operation of which. is- shown 
in Figures 3 through 5, includes a pair of parts arranged for 
relative rotational movement with respect to one another. One of 
these parts is shown as an elongated ratchet member or lever 12; 
and the. other is shown as a base .member- 20 on which -the ratchet 
member 12 is mounted. ' These part s ,' while" illustrated in a" 
generally diagrammatic form in the various figures of the drawings, 
may be incorporated into a variety of different mechanisms. For 
example, the lever 12 could be a portion of the seat back of a 
lounge chair or pool chair, while 'the base member 20 could be an 
extension of the frame on which the seat back of such a chair is 
located. Alternatively, the lever 12 could be a portion of a 
ratcheting joint -in a cervical brace, and the base member 20 
another portion of the ratcheting, joint of such a brace. . The 
operation, however, is the same, whether the parts 12 and 20 are 
separate parts of a rotatable ratchet joint for attachment to some 
other component or are integral parts of such a component.— 
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Page 4,. lines 17 to 24, change the paragraph to read as 
follows: 

.--In the relaxed position of the spring , 5G/50 54 , the 
upper or rightward end (as shown, in Figure 3) of the spring 
elongated rectangle 58 of the spring 54 rests against the arm 34 of 
the pawl. 30 to bias the arm 38 of the pawl member 30 . which has 
pawl teeth 40 on. its extremity,, out of engagement with the teeth 1.6 
on the end 14 of the ratchet member lever 12 . This allows the 
ratchet lever 12 to rotate freely in either direction, as 
indicated by the arrow across the lever 12, as shown in Figure 3. 
.This. is considered the release, or rest pos.ition .of the pawl and 
.ratchet . mechanism. -- 

Page 4, line 25 to Page 5, line 22, change the paragraph to 
read as follows : 

--As shown in Figure 4, when the lever. arm 34 of the rotatable 
pawl 30 is pulled by a suitable force or pressure (source of which 
is not shown) , to the right and slightly downwardly in a clockwise 
direction to over come the bias of the soring 54 . the pawl member 30 
rotates clockwise about the pivot post 24 to cause the pawl teeth 
40 of the pawl member 3 0 to engage the ratchet teeth 16 on the end 
14 of the ratchet member lever 12. As is apparent from ah 
examination of Figure 2 and 3 particularly, the direction or 
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orientation of the. teeth 16 and 40 is such that the ratchet lever 
12 is permitted to rotate in the direction of the arrow shown in 
Figure 4 (clockwise, as shown in Figure 4), but is. prevented from 
opposite (counterclockwise) rotation because of the manner in which 
the teeth. 40 on the lever arm 38 of- the pawl member .^n and the 
teeth 16. on the end 14 of the ratchet are oriented. As the force 
or pressure applied to the end of the arm .34 is. increased to. 
increase the clockwise rotational force (as shown in Figure 4) of 
the teeth 40 on the pawl member 30 into engagement with the teeth 
16 on the end of the ratchet, lever 12, the holding force preventing 
rotation of the arm 12 in a reverse or counterclockwise, direction., 
is increased. Rotatio n in the clockwise direction", however, can 
still — take place. As soon as the pulling force or pressure 
indicated by the arrow adjacent the end of the lever arm 34, 
however, is released, the mechanism reverts back to the' 
configuration shown in Figure 3 under the force of the spring 54. 
This allows full free rotation in either direction of the lever 12 
relative to the base member 20. — 
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